
Dear All Saints Families, 
  
Thank you for your patience and understanding as we navigate the complexities that 
surround the decisions to reopen in-person learning in the midst of the pandemic.  Much 
consideration has been devoted to educational modalities based on community 
transmission and other health and education risks and benefits.  
  
All Saints feels strongly about leading with hope, responsibility, and perseverance.  We 
want nothing more than to have all of our students back on campus experiencing the 
academic, social, and spiritual benefits of in-person learning that our community offers. 
Our intent is to serve all of our students and reopen in a responsible manner. 
Therefore, in partnership with Spokane Catholic Schools we will open the school year 
with a phase-in approach.  In other words, we will start with some grade levels in-person 
with remaining grade levels participating in remote continuous learning, and add 
additional grades in-person thereafter. 
  
The Washington State Department of Health has provided a Decision Tree Framework 
to assist local health officers and school administrators in making decisions around 
resuming in-person instruction for public and private K-12 schools during the COVID-19 
pandemic.  Spokane County remains in the ‘High’ COVID-19 Activity Level (>75 
cases/100K/14 days).  With that level, remote continuous learning is strongly 
recommended with the option for limited in-person learning in small groups or cohorts of 
students with the highest needs, such as students with disabilities or younger learners. 
Thankfully, due to our smaller class sizes and large enough facilities to effectively 
ensure safety protocols, Spokane Catholic Schools believe a responsible choice is to 
open in short phases starting with our younger learners, our highest need learners. 
  
Global evidence supports that children under the age of nine may contract COVID-19, 
but not transmit it.  The DOH supports our plans to open in full five days a week with 
PreK- 2nd grade to start.  This gives us a chance to serve our population on a smaller 
scale and progressively add more as the DOH metrics are being met in the broader 
community.  With guidance from the DOH and the Diocese, we will follow a phase-in 
model based on risk assessment. It will be important that Spokane County’s metrics 
stabilize and we move from a high to moderate activity level for additional grade levels 
to begin in-person instruction. 
  
In addition to the phase-in approach, Spokane Catholic schools have made the decision 
to employ a delayed start date of September 14th.  This will allow the opportunity for 
the possible extension of metrics, but also make sure we have proper time to 
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intentionally review with our students and families safety protocols and learning 
procedures.  The more effective we are implementing our health and education plans, 
the more success we will have supporting the greater good of our students and overall 
community. 
  
Beginning on September 1st, we will host a staggered in-person return by family. The 
goal is to build in-person relationships, emotional awareness, and understanding of 
learning processes and safety protocols for both in-person and remote continuous 
learning. It is our hope that students and parents will have a more clear and defined 
understanding of how best to succeed in each educational model and how to follow 
daily safety protocols. In subsequent communication, your family will receive a 
scheduled date/time in which to meet your child(ren)’s teacher.  We will do our best to 
accommodate conflicts.  Again, our goal is for all of our students to be back on campus 
in a safe and timely manner, but we need the bridge to get us there.  
  
All Saints has the confidence from our solid success this spring and the benefit of 
hindsight to employ another high quality learning experience remotely.  While that 
format was successful, we have put the following at the forefront of our planning: 

● dramatically increased amount of live instruction 
● more structured/traditional daily school schedule 
● more regulated coursework loads 
● more finely-tuned student work submission procedures and protocols 
● more streamlined technology platforms 
● more streamlined system for communication between teachers and parents 
● improved spiritual and social emotional support 

We realize this time continues to bring questions and uncertainties and you will likely 
have questions to follow. Please know we are working to give pertinent information and 
updates as soon as possible.  As a faith community, it is vital we lift each other up and 
act as witnesses to the Gospel with hope and perseverance.  Patience is paramount. 
Things will get better. Covid or not, patience is key to parenting, teaching, and all 
relationships.  
  
As we look at this school year at a glance, it will be prudent that parents be agile and 
have a back up plan should we need to close in-person learning for a few days or a 
longer period of time.  It is important we be cautious in our social gatherings and 
recreational activities. It is important we pause and give thanks to God for all that we do 
have, rather than what we don’t. 
  



Attached you will find a letter endorsed by the Office of Education and Bishop Daly. 
Thank you for your continued prayers and support.  As always, we hold your family and 
the All Saints community in prayer and are so very grateful for your partnership, 
especially during these challenging times.  
  
In Christ, 
  
Fr. Miguel Mejia 
Fr. Luke Thomson 
Jen Lewis 
Rebecca Hansen 
 


